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FADE | N:
EXT. UNI VERSI TY STREETS - DAY

A sunny street in Oxford lined with beautiful old structures
and tiny cobbl estone wal kways. Students, bicyclists, and too
many tourists jostle anong the tight space.

Qut of one of these wooden gates wal ks ART, 20, |anky and
sartorially aware, a bul ging backpack slung over his
shoul der, copy of Lyrical Ballads in hand.

He pulls out his phone, starts tapping away as he weaves
t hrough people on the street.

Art puts his phone back. As he wal ks, he | ooks up.

Spires built of Headi ngton stone rise above the quaint
streets. Small shops are cranmmed between massi ve churches
and col | ege grounds.

EXT. WADHAM COLLEGE ENTRANCE - DAY

In front of one of these college grounds, Wadham a notl ey
group of students awkwardly stands around in cl unps.

Art stops next to them

ART
(Ameri can accent)
Wiy’ s everyone standi ng around?

One student, PATTY, turns around.

PATTY
(British accent)
W' re waiting for the Oxford | nps
i mprov wor kshop.

ART
Ch shit, | forgot that was today!
Mnd if I join?

PATTY
Not at all.

Art puts his stuff down and enters one of the makeshift
circles of people, including Patty and two ot her students.

ART
So what do you all study when
you' re not waiting for inprov
groups?



PATTY
PPE.

OTHER STUDENT
Ant hr opol ogy.

OTHER OTHER STUDENT
d assi cs.

Art’ s eyes w den.

ART
Oh really? Me too. Well, not
officially, but I love that stuff.

Roman history, particularly.

MARIA (O S.)
(German accent)
Are you tal ki ng about Latin?

From anot her part of the group excitedly enters MARI A 23,
red-haired and eccentric. Art is nonmentarily taken aback.

ART

Yeah. Do you study classics, too?
MARI A

Yes! I'"'mhere for a Masters in

Latin. Virgil, Ovid, Horace...

ART
Sure, sure.

MARI A ( CONTD. )
...Catullus, Callimchus --

ART
Ckay, now you're outpacing nme a
ittle.
MARI A
But Catullus tal ks too nuch about
ki ssi ng.
ART

| dunno, there’s that one poem
where he threatens to sodon ze his
critics.

Mari a | aughs.



Art sighs.

MARI A
| forgot about that one. What's
your name?

ART
Art.

MARI A
Li ke "art," or short for Arthur,
or..

ART
| know. It’s silly. Yours?
MARI A
Mar i a.
ART
Well, it’s really nice to neet you
Mar i a.
MARI A

Nice to neet you too, Art. Are you
an exchange student?

ART
How could you tell? In al
seriousness, yeah, |’m abroad for

the year. Figured there was no
better place to study sappy poetry
t han Oxf ord.

MARI A

Oh, what sappy poetry?
ART

No, |’ m enbarrassed now.
MARI A

Pl ease?
ART

Romanti c poetry. Like
ei ght eent h-ni neteenth century
English stuff.

MARI A
|’ ve been neaning to start reading
Engl i sh poetry. That’s great!



ART
Real | y? On good. | was starting to
think I was the only sap here.

MARI A
You definitely are not.

An ol der student cones out of the college gate to address
t he t hrong.

OLDER STUDENT
You guys here for the Oxford I nps?

Assorted nods. O der student gestures toward thensel ves.

OLDER STUDENT
Ri ght this way.

EXT. WADHAM GROUNDS - DAY

Through a small canpus with | awns, benches, and tidy
gardens, the group wal ks, Art and Maria near the front.

MARI A
Ah, everything here is so pretty!
ART
| know. It’s overwhel m ng.
MARI A
Have you been here before?
ART
| should hope so, | go here. To
Wadham | nean. It’s a little tiny,
t hough.
MARI A

| think it’s nice. Though at
Wrcester we have a | ake.

ART
A | ake?
MARI A
A | ake.
ART
Li ke an actual --
MARI A

Lake, yes. It’s a snmall one,
there’s only one bridge, but it is
a | ake.



ART
Jesus.

| NT. WADHAM CLASSROCOM - DAY

The cl assroom has been cl eared, desks and chairs to the side
of the room D fferent students pack up, as the inprov
session is clearly just finished.

OLDER STUDENT
Great workshop today, guys. If you
enj oyed yourself or want to work
with us nore, there’s a session two
weeks from now, sanme tine, sane
pl ace.

Maria puts on her coat, gathers her things. Nearby, Art taps
his foot and | ooks back and forth, henmm ng and haw ng.

He makes up his mnd. He quickly opens his backpack, pulls
out a notebook, tears out a small section of a page and

scri bbl es his phone nunber on it.

He puts his things back and | ooks at the nunmber. He | ooks at
Maria, who is about to | eave. He shakes his head, takes a
deep breath.

| can’t believe |I’mdoing this.

He wal ks over to Mari a.

ART
Hey, Maria?

Maria turns, sees Art, sniles.

MARI A
Yeah?

Art pauses for one nore second, bracing hinself.

ART
Listen, | don't usually do this --
in fact, | never do this -- but I

know |’ m probably never going to
see you again on this huge canmpus
anyway, and if | don’t ask you now,
| never will.

ART
| know we’ ve only spoken a grand
total of five mnutes or so, but if
you want -- and no pressure or

( MORE)



ART (cont’d)
anything -- 1'd love to get coffee
or lunch with you soneti ne.

Art hands Maria the scrap of notebook paper.

ART
Here is ny nunber. You can call it
or not call it, no biggie. | just
know I’d kick nyself if | didn't
ask.

MARI A

If I wanted to go out sonetinme?

ART
That’s the idea.

Maria sm | es.

MARI A
Yeah, sure! Wiy not ?

Art lets out a big breath, relieved. He sm | es back.

ART
Yeah?
MARI A
Yeah.
ART
Awesone! Well, | guess I'll see you

soon. Call nme whenever.
Art starts to wal k away, then ducks back for a second.

ART
And again, | don't really do this
often. It's just, you' re great, and
uh... yeah, I’'mgoing to stop
tal ki ng now. Bye!

Maria laughs a little.

MARI A
Wai t .

Art turns back.

ART
Hn



MARI A
| have no classes for the rest of
the day. Want to just get coffee
now?

Art’'s taken aback.

ART
Sure? | nmean, of course.
MARI A
Great! | just need to go to the

restroomfor a second.

ART
"1l be right here.

Maria wal ks away. Art politely smles as long as she’s in
view. The nonent she rounds the corner, he bites his fist,
paces around in a circle with his head on his hands in

di sbel i ef.

Did that actually just happen?

He pulls out his phone and starts typing again. Wiits a
second. CGets a response.

Text superinposed on screen as Art has a text conversation:
"So wait, you just asked this girl out?"

"Um yes?"
"Li ke, OUT-QUT."
"What el se?"

"Who does that? That’s so quaint. What are you going to do
next, hold hands at a drive-through novie theater?"

"Oh, shush."

Maria cones back around the corner. Art hastily puts his
phone away.

ART
Shal | we?

MARI A
Yeah!

They wal k out .



EXT. UNI VERSI TY STREETS - DAY

Maria and Art wal k down a crowded shopping street in
silence. Art awkwardly hits his hands agai nst each ot her.

ART
This is alittle wird, isnt it?

They blurt out an awkward | augh.

MARI A
It is, yeah.
ART
Ckay, good, it’s not just ne.
MARI A
| enjoy a good deal of awkwardness,
truthfully.
ART
Vell, you re talking to the right
guy, then.
Pause.
ART (CONTD.)

Alright, let's get the basic
tal king points out of the way. Wat
brings you to Oxford?

MARI A
| just finished studying at
Hei del berg, my university back in
Germany, and | thought | woul d get
a Masters here before starting ny
PhD. M ght as well see different
parts of the world, right?

Art is alittle flabbergasted by the casual nature of that
sent ence.

ART
Yeah, mght as well. Your English
is really good, by the way.

MARI A
Oh no, it isn't. | don't know it

nearly as well as mny other
| anguages.



ART
VWi ch are?

MARI A
German, French, Spanish, Latin, and
G eek.
ART
Vell, | feel grossly inadequate
Now.
Mari a | aughs.
MARI A

What | anguages do you speak?

ART
| took six years of French in
m ddl e school and hi gh school and
pronptly forgot all of it. Besides
that, I’ myour classic Anerican.

MARI A
Aw, vrainent?

ART
Qui, vrainent. So it sounds |ike
you' re going pretty hard down the
acadenm c track with all those
degr ees.

MARI A
Yes, | just |ove poetry so nuch. |
can’t imagi ne many ot her
professions with it.

ART
What about writing?
MARI A
| nmean, | wite poetry for fun,

sonetinmes sone songs | sing while |
play the guitar, but | couldn’'t do
it professionally.

ART
You really do all of that? That's
amazi ng! Especially the poetry, |
can’t wite verses for shit.

MARI A
|’ m sure you can, you just have to
try it.



ART
Nah, I"monly really good at prose,
nysel f.

MARI A

Wel |, what do you |like so nuch
about Romantic poetry then?

ART
Honest | y?

Art pauses to think.

ART (CONTD.)

| think it’s how nuch they val ue

i magi nation. Like, Coleridge wites
Kubl a Khan about this beautiful

par adi se he imagines in his head,
only to see it fall apart in his

m nd over and over. But he ends the
poem on a hopeful note, because he
knows he can build it again anyway.

Maria smles alittle.

ART (CONTD.)
It’s a totally futile thing they
try, but it’s fascinating. And it
al so nakes ne think I can do the
same. Like, escape nyself a bit. If
t hat nakes sense.

MARI A
That’ s really cool

ART
Real | y? Because to ne it sounds
nore than a little pretentious.

MARI A
Look around. | don’t think
"pretentious" exists here.

Art and Maria | ook at all the old buildings and preppy
st udent s.

MARI A ( CONTD. )
O we're all just pretentious.

Art | aughs.

10.



11.

ART
Probably the latter.

They turn a corner. There’'s a bakery with a |ine that goes
to the end of the bl ock.

ART
You know, | was thinking we would
go here, but now. ..

MARI A
Can we go anywhere el se?

ART
Yeah, exactly. Sorry about that.
Didn't nean to force you to wal k
with me any nore than you al ready
have to.

MARI A
| don’'t m nd.

ART
That’ s good to hear.

| NT. COVERED MARKET - DAY

Maria and Art sit at a table outside a coffee shop in the
Covered Market.

Maria takes a sip of coffee.

MARI A

Way did you get hot chocol ate?
ART

| don’t really like coffee. | just

asked because it’s what peopl e say.
He shrugs and sheepishly smles.

MARI A
| know what you nean about poetry
and witing, though. | |ove
exploring these different worlds.
Though, | don’t know, this one
doesn’t seemtoo bad these days.

ART
You nean Oxford?



MARI A
And any col | ege, yeah.

ART
It isits own little bubble,
t hough, isn’'t it? | love it to

pi eces, but it’s not the real
world. If that makes sense.

MARI A
That’'s true. But | never net
| i kem nded people until university.
It rmust have sone val ue.

ART
Hm Maybe it can just rem nd us of
what can be?

MARI A
Li ke your Col eridge.

ART
Li ke Col eri dge.

Art finishes his hot chocol at e.

MARI A
You're only here for the year?

ART
Yep. And |’ m guessing your Masters
only lasts for a year or so.

MARI A
Yeah.

ART
| understand if you don’t want to
keep seeing each other, | nmean it’s

a sword of Danocl es just hangi ng
there right next to the elephant in
the room - -

MARI A
Actually, I was wondering if you
wanted to see that |ake | was
t al ki ng about ?

Art is surprised.

ART
At Wbrcester?



13.

MARI A
Yeah.

ART
Absol utel y.

EXT. WORCESTER GROUNDS - LATE AFTERNOCON

Vi brant, late afternoon sunlight streans through the trees
onto a small |ake. Along the | ake’s surface float swans.

Art and Maria sit on a bench next to each ot her.

ART
You even have swans. Unbel i evabl e.

MARI A
lt's beautiful, no?

Art smles.

ART
It really is.

He | ooks over at Maria, who is |ooking at the scene with
pure joy.

ART
You know, | wasn’t even supposed to
be at inprov today?

Maria turns.

MARI A
Yeah?

ART
Mim | auditioned for a random
acapel l a group on a whimand had an

afternoon to kill on the way back.
|’ m not even a good singer. But if
| hadn’t gone, | wouldn’'t have run
into you.

Art twi ddles his thunbs.

ART (CONTD.)
It’s just cool, that’'s all. If any
of this makes sense.

MARI A
You keep saying that.



ART
VWhat ?
MARI A
"I'f that makes sense."” It’'s cute.
Art bl ushes.
ART
Aw. Thanks. | just ask because |I'm

used to not meki ng sense.

MARI A
| understand. Who do you think
listens to me gush over Latin
poetry?

ART
Fair.

Si | ence.
ART

You sort of cut off ny ranbling
back there at the coffee shop.

MARI A
| know. Because the tine doesn’t
matt er.

ART
Real | y?

MARI A

Really. It mght matter |ater, but
not right now.

Art sml es.

ART
So you want to see each other again
in a few days?

MARI A
|’d | ove to.

Maria takes Art’s hand.

ART
| mgoing to renenber this fondly.

14.



15.

MARI A
Me too.

They | ook out at the | ake.
FADE OQUT



